4Q2                 CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

the world, and put them in the scales against the
Donatists of the north of Africa. It was beautiful
rhetoric, and when it rung in Dr. Newman's ears he
could not resist its charms. The intellect of the great
dialectician had become so childlike that it was

' Pleased with a feather, tickled with a straw.'

*

It was a great leap in Augustine to suppose that the
Church in his day was co-extensive with the world,
and a greater leap still to suppose that it had a judg-
ment at all, much less a unanimous judgment, on the
question which caused the separation of the Donatists.
Moreover, the Donatists might have answered on the
principle of Vincentius of Lerina, that when the
greater part was corrupted they were to appeal to
antiquity; and they could have appealed to their own
Cyprian, to the great Council of Carthage, and to the
tradition of the African Church. Certainly in their
case, in theory at least, reason and Christian charity
were on the side of Augustine and the Roman Church.
The argument, however, though one of numbers, was
founded on a principle which has truth in it. The
general judgment or Catholic reason of mankind may
not be infallible. It may not be always the same, yet
it must always be a check upon the individual reason.
In the surroundings of the common reason that of the
individual is most likely to receive its normal develop-
ment. In the common thoughts of the race and the
common experience of mankind we are more likely to
find such truth as may be known than in the decisions
of Popes and Councils. This is the true Catholic faith.
This is the universal Church of whjch all men arc